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SCHOOL
Our Mission is to

Encourage growth 

through a Catholic way of life

and

Share in the mission of the church 

by providing quality education

for the whole person

based on Gospel values

‘Friends of Monte’
New Parents/Families

Information

Phone: (09) 6255018
Fax: (09) 6255034
Email:
office@montececilia.school.nz
72 Hillsborough Road, Mt Roskill, Auckland

www.montececilia.school.nz
 ‘Friends of Monte’

New Parents/Families Information
Welcome to Monte Cecilia School. 

‘Friends of Monte’ is a programme developed by the PTA and run by parents to support our school community. It is designed to help out in times of need such as transition into school and during times of illness, change of circumstances and other stressful events of family life.

We have put together a few ideas to help New Parents and Families find their way at the beginning of school life here at Monte. 

Your child’s class teacher is always available to answer your questions and offer suggestions with problems. However you will also be introduced to a New Parent/Family Liaison Officer who can help out and be another friendly face and point of contact. 

This person is 

 Cathy Shearer T-634 2641 grotto@orcon.co.nz                     

She  can answer any questions on the following points. Please feel free to contact her. The School Information Booklet also contains further details. 

Regular School Events to which parents/caregivers are most welcome 

Assemblies Friday 2.15pm held in the School Hall

All school Liturgies

All school Sports Events

Please farewell your child at the classroom door into the very caring and capable hands of their teacher. During the first few weeks this ‘goodbye’ may be a little upsetting for your child and you! Your child’s teacher is an expert and will contact you if there is a problem. 

Breaktimes.

Remember not to overload your child’s lunchbox. A substantial breakfast is very helpful if you find that lunches are not being finished. Often they are too nervous/excited to sit and eat properly. Stick to foods that you know they enjoy and don’t over-face them with quantity. Making food easy to eat such as cutting up fruit into bite-sized portions helps and remind them if they have trouble opening packets etc to ask for help. 

Friendship Bus-stop

At Monte we have a scheme in place known as the ‘Friendship Bus-Stop’ – This is a bright red bench and sign located adjacent to the junior playground. Year 6 trained Peer Mediators are identifiable by orange coats and if children have no-one to play with or are having any problems during lunch breaks, they sit themselves on the bench and a Peer Mediator will come and resolve a dispute, introduce a new group of friends to play with or take your child to the Duty Teacher if necessary.  This system works really well ensuring your child is never left to play alone if they’d rather not. 

Houses

Monte Cecilia has 4 houses. They are MacAuley, McKillop

Cecilia and Vianney. 

Your child will be placed in a House as soon as they start school. They will go into the same house as any siblings or other past family members at the school. They will have name tags and house colour badges in the Junior School. 

Junior School Noticeboard

This is situated outside the Tui Room classroom and contains important information for you to refer to in conjunction with newsletters and other notices sent home in your child’s schoolbag.

Library

Each class visits the school library every week and children choose books themselves to bring home. They are to be returned to school each week. New books cannot be issued unless the previous ones have been checked back in. 

Our Parish Church Community

St John Vianney Parish

317 Hillsborough Road

Hillsborough

Auckland

Phone 625 5154

www.hillsboroughcatholic.org.nz
Priest in Residence Fr. Matt Brady

Parish Priest Fr. James Milligan

Parish Co-ordinator Pauline Draper

Church Office Hours Mon Tues Wed 9-12noon

Mass Timetable

Mon 9am

Tues 9am

Wed 7pm

Thurs 9am (held at Hillsborough Heights Retirement Village)

Fri 10am

Sat 9am

Sun 8am and 10am (9am on Festival Sundays)

Children’s Liturgy is held at the 10am Sunday Mass

Reconciliation and Sacrament Classes

These are held through the Parish Church. Children usually start preparing for Reconciliation about Year 5 (9 years old) and go on to First Communion and Confirmation after that. 

Boys who have reached Year 5 and taken First Communion may serve the Parish as Altar Servers. Please contact the Church Office for details of other Community Groups.

The Family/Whanau book provides excellent support for the Religious Education programme provided by both School and Parish. It is a wonderful source of helpful and topical material to both our Catholic and Non-Catholic families.

Parent Help Opportunities

We are very lucky at Monte Cecilia to have fantastic Teacher Aides in the classrooms. However, offers of parent help are most welcome with such things as may be carried out at home/out of the classroom such as book repairs. Please approach your class teacher if you would like to offer help.  

PTA

Our friendly PTA Committee and Friends meet on the first Wednesday evening of the month at 7.30pm in the Staffroom. You would be most welcome to join them at any time. If you would like to speak with a Committee Member at anytime please ask at the School Office.

School Mass

Children and their families are expected to attend School Mass once a term. This date is in the Newsletters and School Calendar.  Masses are normally held at St. John Vianney Church, Hillsborough or in summertime in the school grounds. They are a very special school event. Please make sure your children are in neat and tidy full school uniform and arrive in good time. They sit with their class and class teacher while their families join the rest of the congregation. 

School Crossing
There is a patrolled crossing in the afternoons located at the entrance to the school carpark. Would you please ensure that you and your children use the crossing properly. It is a very busy area and the safety of us all is of the utmost importance. 

Secondhand Uniform Shop

This is run by the PTA on the first Friday of the month from 2.45pm. It is held in the AfterSchool Care room besides the School Hall. We are very happy to open the shop at any other time by appointment. Please telephone Cathy Shearer on 634 2641 or Lucy Hannah on 636 1329. Items for sale (excluding shoes and sandals) are donated or sold on behalf and a box for Donations is located permanently at the School Office. 

Tiredness

This common problem can cause much worry at the beginning of school life. Try to remember that this is probably the biggest change your child has been through and the full school day and week can be gruelling to start with. Unfamiliar surroundings, routine and people can all combine to make the first 6 weeks of school quite tough. To help with this settling in period try the following. 

· Limit out of school activities

· Try to give your child plenty of rest

· Remember the first 6 weeks are very important to establishing the school routines and reaching the first writing/reading milestones that will encourage your child to take the next big academic steps. It is therefore important to have them attending school as much as possible during this period.

We hope that these points may help you all settle happily, quickly and well into our fabulous school. Please don’t hesitate to approach your teacher, liaison officer, office staff or other school staff member with any concerns or queries. 

Many thanks

Cathy Shearer

Co-ordinator of ‘Friends of Monte’ 

Tel 634 2641 or grotto@orcon.co.nz














































